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Introduction

CAHDD™ stands for Computer Aided Human Designed & Developed, a framework and
philosophy created by 3DAllusions LLC to bring clarity and transparency to the growing
relationship between human creativity and technological tools. The goalis to help
individuals, studios, and organizations communicate how much of a given work is shaped
by human direction versus automation or Al assistance, without bias or judgment.
CAHDD™ is a human-first, technology-aware system built on trust, clarity, and
authorship integrity.

The Meaning of CAHDD™

CAHDD™ acknowledges that technology has always been part of the creative process, from
drafting tables and rendering engines to generative algorithms and machine learning. The
framework formalizes this reality by providing a neutral vocabulary to express that
collaboration. It’s about preserving the human story behind every creation in an era
where machine involvement is increasing.

Philosophy and Purpose

CAHDD™ is not a certification, a standard, or an enforcement mechanism. ltis a
philosophy of transparency. Its purpose is to help people and organizations articulate the
balance between human intent and technological contribution. There is no hierarchy,
superiority, or judgment implied by any stage. Every process—handmade, hybrid, or
algorithmic—can be part of human creativity when guided by intention.

Why Transparency Matters

In an age of Al-generated imagery, automated design systems, and algorithmic creativity,
authorship has become blurred. Transparency is essential for maintaining trust between
creators, audiences, clients, and industries. Declaring the level of human versus machine
involvement clarifies authorship, helps protect intellectual property, and fosters
confidence in the legitimacy of creative work. Transparency doesn’t diminish
technology—it celebrates how humans use it thoughtfully.
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How the Framework Works

CAHDD™ organizes creative works into stages of technological involvement. Each stage
represents a range of collaboration between human and machine, from fully
human-crafted to fully autonomous output. The framework is visualized through optional
icons, labels, or watermarks that can appear in digital or print media to indicate the
declared level of involvement.

The CAHDD™ Stages Explained

Stage 0 - Fully Human: Created entirely by human hands and intellect, using traditional or
analog tools.

Stage 1 - Digitally Assisted: Digital tools used for refinement, production, or layout, but all
content originates from human design.

Stage 2 - Human-Led with Automation: Automation assists but does not originate
content; the human remains the primary creative driver.

Stage 3 - Balanced Collaboration: Equal partnership between human creativity and Al or
automated systems; significant back-and-forth refinement.

Stage 4 - Al-Generated with Human Refinement: The initial concept or form is created by
Al, but human direction and post-production shape the final outcome.

Stage 5 - Fully Autonomous: Generated entirely by Al or machine processes with no
human creative input.

Stage X - Experimental or Hybrid: Exploratory works that defy linear categorization,
combining elements from multiple stages.

Watermarks and Icons

Each stage is represented by a CAHDD™ TechRatio™ icon—a stylized gauge indicating the
degree of human versus technological input. These icons can be placed as small overlays,
metadata markers, or footnotes on works. Creators may choose to include them for clarity,
credit, or archival purposes. The watermarks are meant to be subtle, elegant, and
informative, not intrusive. They symbolize integrity, not restriction.
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Intellectual Property and Authorship Documentation

CAHDD™ supports intellectual property protection by encouraging creators to document
their process and stage. By disclosing the nature of human and machine involvement,
creators establish provenance and authorship credibility, which can be vitalin legal or
commercial contexts. This voluntary documentation also serves as a timestamp of creative
responsibility, ensuring that the human contribution remains identifiable in hybrid works.

Use of CAHDD™ in Creative Fields

CAHDD™ is designed to be adaptable across creative industries. Its principles apply
equally to visual arts, design, architecture, music, writing, and film. The framework gives
professionals in any creative or technical field a transparent way to describe how they
collaborate with technology.

CAHDD™ in Architecture and Design

In architecture, CAHDD™ clarifies the relationship between conceptual intent and
technological execution. Architects who use computational tools, BIM, or Al-driven
visualization can declare how much of a design was human-driven versus algorithmically
assisted. This benefits both client trust and creative integrity.

CAHDD™ in Art, Illustration, and Media

For artists and illustrators, CAHDD™ helps communicate whether a piece was hand-drawn,
digitally refined, or generated with Al assistance. This builds understanding among
audiences and collectors who increasingly seek authenticity in digital art.

CAHDD™ in Product and Industrial Design

CAHDD™ applies to designers using CAD, parametric modeling, and generative tools. It
provides language for describing how much of a product’s form and function results from
human decision versus computational optimization.
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CAHDD™ in Music and Performance Arts

Musicians, sound designers, and performers can use CAHDD™ to indicate whether
compositions were played, mixed, or generated algorithmically. It extends beyond visual art
to include all human-technology creative collaboration.

The TechRatio™ and Human-Tech Balance Index™

These terms describe the quantitative or symbolic balance between human input and
machine participation. The TechRatio™ provides a visual shorthand for understanding
creative balance at a glance. The Human-Tech Balance Index™ expresses the same

concept philosophically: technology should enhance human creativity, not replace it.

Community and Collaboration

CAHDD™ thrives on community. It invites open participation from creators, educators,
researchers, and organizations that share a belief in transparent authorship. Collaboration
is encouraged through shared projects, case studies, and the exchange of techniques.

Not-for-Profit Status and Intent

CAHDD™ is operated under 3DAllusions LLC as an altruistic, not-for-profit endeavor. There
are no membership fees or licensing charges. All resources and icons are free to use under
the terms described, with attribution and respect for the trademarks. The project exists to
benefit the creative community, not to commercialize it.

How to Use CAHDD™ Logos, Icons, and Ratings

Creators may display the CAHDD™ name, icons, and stage indicators to communicate
transparency, provided they are not altered or used misleadingly. The officialicons should
not be recolored beyond accepted alternate palettes or integrated into branding without
credit. The CAHDD™ trademarks must appear with ™ or ® as appropriate.
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Permissions and Licensing

All CAHDD™ materials are distributed for public, non-commercial use with attribution.
Redistribution, modification, or sale of icons or visual assets without permission is
prohibited. Media outlets may reproduce text or visuals for coverage with proper credit to
CAHDD.org and 3DAllusions LLC.

Crediting and Ethical Usage

When referencing CAHDD™ in publications, exhibits, or online posts, please include credit
such as:

“CAHDD™ (Computer Aided Human Designed & Developed) — a transparency framework by
3DAllusions LLC.”

Creators displaying CAHDD™ icons or labels on their works should ensure they accurately
reflect their process.

How to Participate or Partner

Anyone can support CAHDD™ by referencing the framework, sharing it with peers, or
adopting its icons and terminology. Educational institutions, design firms, or software
developers can reach out to collaborate, integrate CAHDD concepts, or co-develop
research.

Disclaimers and Limitations

CAHDD™ does not verify claims or certify authenticity of declared stages. All usage is
self-reported and voluntary. The framework is intended for informational and ethical
guidance only. CAHDD™, TechRatio™, Human-Tech Balance Index™, and all associated
visuals are trademarks of 3DAllusions LLC.

Contact and Press Resources

For interviews, collaborations, or additional press materials, contact:
Email: info@CAHDD.org

Alternate: Russell.Thomas@CAHDD.org

Website: https://CAHDD.org
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